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¥We fish prinecipally sround Stony Islend,

We have never fished any gill nets here.
There gre & few fyke nets used on the shores
here, but we are not using any. Some use
them with just & wing and others use g heart
They have a regular leader. They run from
the shore just the smme as the ciher nets,
8ill nets were never fished here to
amount to anything that I know of, All
they have been fished around here is im the
bayous for pike, s
There have not been any scines used here
sinece I have been here. I think the fish

are too seattered for seining.

- There is no hook and line fishing hare teo
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amount to much, Thn&e has been aome cate-
fish hook end lihe fishing here. They get
them in around the iglands generally in
shallow iater.

Jemes Reeves fishes gbout 3 miles this
side of Caseville andl fishes & big rig of
pound nets,

The Charity Islaends are fighed from Bay
City. All the fish from thee go to Bay .
city.

| We never did any fishing except right
around here,

I do not know a&s there are any more pound
nets now than there has been for several
years, I presume as & vwhole there are more
than in 1885 s there are other parties fish
ing.

Our pound nets are in quite long strings
and everyso far there is & gep left for

wessels to pass through, The decpest we
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set nets is 35 feet, and they would run of?f
the bank a2 little. We set them in as shal-
low water as 9 feet,

We generally pet our nets in about Sep~
tember 20 in the fall, and in the gpring we
set &8 soon as we can, but it is generally
2 or 3 weeks later than the ige guts out,

In the spring our Tishing begins to drop off
about the first of July. We do :iot fish
any during the summer. ¥e have & céuple of
small nets in here st the islands, but de
not get much in them, Ve do not meke a
business of fishing in the sammer. General-
ly from the 4th of July up 1o the first of
September we do not fish, and then after

the first of September we would keepP on un-
til the ig¢e freeszes us out. Ve calculate

to pull out sbout Novembder 15, sometimes
earlier, and sonetimes & litile later,

We have always fighed about the same size
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mesh here, 2 i—z inch new. We do not use
any 3 1-2 ineh mesh., Our whitefish fishing
does not amount to much of anything., Piek-
erel and herring are our principsl fish, In
thé leads we use all the way from 4 to 6
ineh mesh. The heart and tunnel are fine
mesh. I think it mekes a difference vhat
gize mesh we use in the leads. The main
objeect of using small mesh in the tunnels is
to keep figh Trom gilling. It is eagier on
the leaders to have a large mesh, I know
herring will go through leaders besause I
have found them gilled from the outside of
the pot lots of times, when thqy were trying
to get into the pot from the cutside. I
presume they were attracted by the fish on
the uuih of the pot. Herring will gill
in the pounds if the mesh is the right size,
but I never heard of whitefish gilling.

Pigkerel will not gill wvery much. I think
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the most of the gilling is either in a blow
or wvhen the nets are being lifted. I do
not suppose the herring would gill very much
if they were not srowded.

Ve do not get many blaek bass here,
There are hardly any black bass caught ocut-
side. The most of the blask bass are
eaught in the bay here. I think there is
quite a little sport fishing around here,
but I do not know what the quality of it ias.

We get a few whitefish in the spring,but =/
the most of them are teken in the fall, in
October and November principally. Propably
would not get a 4o zem in September, I d
not think there are a grest many taken any
vhere around here at any time, The white-
fish are & very amall item in our cateh, and
the lake trout are still fewer vet. I do

not supposée thero were 20 caught last fall

in our nets. They generally run quite fair
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size, however; very scldom we get one smill-
er than 2 or 3 lbs, The whitefish genersl-
ly run pretty feir size also, vhat we get.
I muld.oa.n 3 1lbs, a good sized whitefish
here, but they go 28 high as 6 or 7 lbs.,
and we do not pget many small whitefish here.
Oocasionelly we see & sauger here, but
they are strangers, Now end then I have
geen one of these blue pickerel, dut only
cnee in a great while, ¥e get 2 good many
yellow pereh in the pounds. They will
generally run pretty fair size. At times
you get a run of small perch, but as a gen -
eral rule they are a nice sizs., We get s
few catfish in the nets. Ve get onee in ;/
wvhile a sturgeon, but they are very seatter-

ing. Sturgeon used to he abundant, I

s
e

have seen aeres of them years ago. Ve have
a Tish that we eall the silver bass, It is

white and has stripes on the side, They
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are nearly the sghape of the sheepshead, but
they are very rsre. I have not seen any
calico bass, but there are quite a few rock
bass. There are a few sun fishes, md oce-
cagionally we might get one im the pound
nets, but not to amount to anything. We
get the sheepshead -harc. and sometimes get
quite a lot of them along the last thing.
Ve get a very few in the fall, but when the
sheepshead come on sbundant they consider
the fishing is about over, at the end of the
spring run, In the fall there is now and
then a sheepshead, perhaps 2 or 3 in & 1ift,
They throw them all away. Ve get a very
few lawyers. The grass pike are a spring
fish and we do not get any to amount 10
anything,.outside, I do not think we get
the maskinonge, but I do noi know really
vhat a maskinonge is, unless it is an over-

grown pike, There have been 2 fish caught
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here sinee I have been here that I consid-
ered were German carpg, and that is all. We
get gquite a few sugkers, They are not so
very abundant, however. We have quite a
fow buffalo, or reﬁ horse as some oall them.
There is & little differense in those fish,
You will find some with red fins and some
are blmek on the bagk, but all have large
scales. We get the moon-éye here and we
call them the shiner, They are 2 small
fish, not weighing over 1-2 1lb., Onece in

8 great while we will get a menominee white-
fish, We call them i.hc menominee, lake
minnow, or pilot fish, We do not regard
them of any value bheomuse they are so scarese-

They come in the fall I think. I do not

Pl

know the blue fin, We get the regular

clase of herring and that is all I know of,

M' Ve consider there are fully as many her-

e

ring, or more, then formerly. There is
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some reeson besides the catching out of the
trout for the increase of herring. Last
fall for about 2 weeks fishing toward the
last they could only lift about 1 or 2 nets
and would get all the fish (herring) they
could take care of, That was in the last
of the fishing in November.

I should think the herring would aversage
about 3 to 1 1b, o
They are getiing some very niee whitefish

off Port Austin, weighing 6 or 7 lbs.

I do not know how the herring travel
around here, and I do not think any of the
fishermen can tell, _

Ve claim the frontage only 1 mile from
shore, except as & right beiween man and man
(for distances farther out). There has
never been any tmu;:.e in that respeot here.

If you go into the lake somewhere and set

your nets and are getting good fishing you
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would not congider if right for amther man
to cone end set nets right slongside of you.

¥hat we call hard bottom, if you can o
drive a stake in a couple of feet by 100
blows of the hammer it is hard bottom. Ve
sometimes drive 4 or 5 feet, but there are
not many places where we drive over G feet,
and it is gener:lly hard bottom all over our

grounds.

—
“

We do not heve many herring spawning R Sy
about here, They begin spawning about the
time we pull out our twine. I think they
 spawn about the same time as the whitefish.
Aboutr the last 2 or 3 lifts herring commence
to spawn, I have never seen any whitefish
spawn in the boets, but have seen herring
spawn in the boats the lest 2 or 3 lifts,
from the 10th to the 20th of November. I
do not think the whitefish spawn enough so

that the spawn comes from them in the boats,
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I have understood that whitefish used to
be abundant, but I have never seen any very
large amount here. We came here first in
1861, We did not do any fishing then. Ve
4id not fish much before 1878,

T think the herring spawn on the shores
here, I do not think the herring come very
close inshore, but I suppose they are scat-
tered &l]l cver this bay. Ve get the most
of them in the outside pote in the fall.
They come into the hay here some because
these fellows who fish in along the shore
get a few, but not many. R

I 40 not think there are any gill nets
set under the ice here for herring.

The wall-eyed pike is ebout the same
value 88 the herring. We get them in the
spring and in the fall also. ¥e get the
most of them in the spring. .50

" “We salt the moet of the herring, but sell
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& gooed many around hers fresh, but do not
ghip them very far. —
We get the plekerel more or less all the
time, when there is any fishing. The heav-
iest pickerel fishing is in June. They
commence dropring off the last of June and
are gone about the first of July. Some -
times we will all pull out by the 4th and
sometimes it hangs on 2 little later, They
fish for them around Big Creek just as soon
ae the ice goes out, snd get our best figh-
ing then for about a eouple of weeks. Prom
the head of the bay to the east shore I do
not think there are many fishing. Benson,
I think, has twine on Stony Island. I
think he owns the island., I think the fish
work out, but where they came from I do not
know, but I think they work in from the deep
water either from the north or west. The

resson I think so is, there were other par-
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ties fishing outside of our strings, and
naturally they would be cutting us off, as
they were fishing soath of us, but their
fishing had no effect upon our fishing.

I hardly ever see any spawn in the pick-
erel. We do not dress any of them, however.
I think the pickerel spawn up in the bay.

We got quite a few @mall pickerel sometiimes,
but there ie & difference in different times
about the size. Sometimes will get a
school of large ones and sgain a school of
small ones. Generally the runs are of figh
about the same size.

The pickerel we sometimes think are more
abundant and sometimes think they are drop-
Ping off, but as 8 whole I do not think there
are as many &s there wers 20 years ago, ce-
pecially in the head of the bay. Years
ago they used to get any amount of figh in

the Water Works diteh around the head of the
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bay,in the winter, and would get 10 or 15
times more than they 4o now, But our fishe
ing here I do not gee @8 there is much dife
ference in it,

i

The sturgeon have deereased very mch.
There are hardly any trout here and years
epo there used to be a geod many. o

When I first camé here we diéd not make
any use of the sturgeon and at that time
they were not of any value, I think we
realized about 20 cents apiece for sturgeonm,
counting those that were 4 feet long, and
over, That was about 1878, There was @
man puttiing up sturgeon eggs here about that
time, I think his name was Close.

There have not been any sawmills here
letely, but there used to be big saw mills
all along here, There used to be one at

Caseville and one right here, I do not

know whether they threw any refuse in the
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water then or not. I think the refuse had
a good deal to do with the Sesginaw Valley
fishing, up &t the wouth of the river, and
I suppose the stuff settles all along every-
where, I was reading a GCovernment report
a few years ago and they say where there is
any of this resinous wood in the water fieh
will not go near it. They say theaet pine
sawdust or slabs,ete,, will drive the fish
away . I never say any of the sawdust in
the gills of the fish, .
I noticed this year thét something was
the matier with the pickerel; as the water
got warm they did not seem to do veli.
There geemed to be rotten spots in their
gills, and it seemed to attack the large
figh more than the others, It did not seem
to affect the small fish any. I suppose
the figh used to spawn up the hay here. You

teke it down around Port Crescent where
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there are deep channels hetween the reefs it
fj"“/ is just covered with sunken slshs, sawdust
and pine bark, o
Sometimes there is 2 raft of logs goes
0[,7/1. through our nets and chafes them gll out of
shape and knocks the stakes over, but I
guess there i3 no way to prevent that. The
gaite bark, however, does not affect our nets.
Sometimes there will be a lot of those logs
get loose and they go through the nets, and
then you wi‘n find bark hanging to the nets
end the twine all chafed up. ¥hen the logs
get into our nets the twine is all ripped
out and the stakes are broken off. The
‘bark under the water I do not thimk will
ever decay. I do not think it will de awy
more decayed 100 years from now than it is
€ now, and sawdust does not decsy under water.

i

“ Herring are vhat we depend upron and there

W Mﬁ/'
,,,M ~i® & good deal of money invested in the figh
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I think you should make a man who fishes
on either side be a citizen. I 4o not
think it is hardly right for & Sanadian to
eome here and fish free and we go over there
and pay 2 license, ' I do not think it is
fair. There are a good many Canadians up
Saginaw way, dbut there are not any here [
think, We ere here and do not go anywhere
else to fish and that is the same as most of
the fishermen in the bay, and our interest
is to keep up the fishing in the bay.

Por pickerel T shauld say throw out
everyihing legs than 1 1b, It is pretty
hard to pass a law t0o regulate this thing
Jﬁ:t right, because it is so eagy to get the
small ones in the nets, and vhen it is blow-
ing or storming it is ﬁretty hard to get
them out, They could de throwm out in the

spring all right; but in the fall it is al-
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most impossible to get them out, I think
the men would get just ng meny figh, pro-
viding it is done all over. Another thing,
you place an inspector in 2 place and he may
be more rigid than one in another placo..

—
There is no law but the United States law
that is really right, heéauae the lawsg of
the different States will conflict. I do
not think there is any need of regulating
the mesh, because it is & ool deal bettier
to ha;e the fish repulated right, I think’
the fishermen should be responsidble for the
size of thé fish. If you have a large mesh
there sre going to be fish gill in it ell
around. If you get a 3 inch mesh the smzll
fish will get their heads fast in it, and
you eannot throw them out, but if you havé a
emall mesh you ean throw them out and it
will not hurt them, The fishermen can

throw pickerel out gll right if they have
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The smallest size whitefigh taken should

be not legs than 1 1=-2 1bs,

“La
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I d0 not know the camuse of the decrease
of wvhitefish. Pighermen say that incresge
of the piekerel has destroyed the whitefish,
end they say they used to catch lots of
whitefigh and few pickersl and now they
catch the pickerel and hardly any whitefish.
We have not caught any whitefigh this spring
to-amount to anything.

If the United States makes laws that they
shall not cetch rickerel under 1 1b,, or
destroy .tﬁm in any way, it will knoek out
the fishing in the head of ths day and in
all the r'!véi't. L

I do not think the per;h need any pro-
tection. If there are a lot of small fish

and a lot of big ones, it would be easy

enough to throw the small ones bdbutj but
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vhere the fish run so near the same dlze,
and part & little too amall and others just
ovar the limit it is pretty hard to separate

them.

The herring will all go out where a lb. Fppe-

% piekerel will go out. Al 1lb, pickerel
might squeeze through a 2 1-2 inch mesh, or
will get so far through that you will kill
them taking them out. pur herring are not

% mach different shape from the pickersel, &s
they are pretty fat and round. I have
been told that the Lake Brie herring are
fatter and wider than our herring, and a
lighter color. & pood many of our herring‘
are green on the back, There .ia not one
farmer in a hundred that can tell the dif-
ference betvween & herring and 8 shitefish

< of the szme size. R

FZass

If they change the megh, all the netting

W;ﬁ:"//nov in use woald he thrown out., The only
M #Mv



2L

21

(way to regulate the size of the mesh is to
say what size you shall use and not what
gize you shall bdbuy, The fishermen woulf
have to make allowanees for shrinkage and
would have to experiment until they found
out how mugh it would shrink,

A whit e¢f'lish elose season would not hurt
the fishermen here any, as the whitefish do

not amount to much.

.

-

I would not care if they had & close g
season on sturgeon also, as we 40 not get

enough to amount to anything. —



23



